February 10, 2021

Mr. Jason Gage
City Manager
City of Springfield
Springfield, Missouri
Dear Mr. Gage:
On behalf of Springfield’s Neighborhood Advisory Council, thank you for the opportunity to offer recommendations for the
City of Springfield 2021/22 budget. This has been an incredibly challenging year with a global pandemic, and we appreciate
the City’s unwavering support of neighborhoods. The following programs are at the core of serving our residents:
Current Programs
•
Building Development Services – NAC looks forward to working with the Dwayne Shmel, the new BDS director.
We are grateful for City Council’s authorization of three new positions to support efforts to strengthen the department. We
ask that Council emphasize the enforcement of existing codes. The vocal feedback from citizens at City Council meetings
over the past two years has been clear – Springfield must do more to address chronic nuisance properties.
•
Restore SGF – We are encouraged with the launch of this new program to strengthen our historic neighborhoods.
Encouraging new investments in our housing stock and cultivating private-public partnerships with developers, financial
institutions, realtors, and other key stakeholders will enhance property values and civic pride. Thank you for your
willingness to commit staff resources to laying the foundation for this promising initiative.
•
Annual Neighborhood Clean-Ups – NAC appreciates the City increasing this budget for all our 22 registered
neighborhoods to have a clean-up in FY21. We would like to partner with the City to explore new options of offering trash
collection services between annual clean-ups in order to strengthen the quality of place for residents and visitors.
•
Great Neighborhoods Program – Assure funding for the Great Neighborhoods Program continues and is funded at
a level appropriate for the growing number of associations.
•
Neighborhood Newsletters – Continue to provide staff support, print and postage funding for the Springfield
Neighborhood Newsletter and website. This initiative is crucial to promoting the grassroots work across our neighborhoods.
The NAC representatives support the following new investments in neighborhoods:
Neighborhood Economic Development
•
Employer-Assisted Housing – NAC requests the City reinstate its employer-assisted housing program which was
in place before the Great Recession. This $5,000 down payment/closing cost forgivable loan is a key tool to encourage
City staff to live in the city limits – especially for the recruitment of new police officers.
•
Springfield Traffic Services – Expand 20 hours per week for evening and weekend traffic enforcement in
neighborhoods across the City. This request was deferred for this fiscal year, but the need for more presence remains.
On behalf of the NAC, thank you again for this opportunity to provide these budget recommendations.
Sincerely,

Rusty Worley
Chair, Neighborhoods Advisory Committee

